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 Publication of the Proceedings of the Pacific Regional Inter-religious 
Colloquium held in Samoa in 2005, Pacific Indigenous Dialogue is a significant landmark in the 
history of interrelations between peoples of the Pacific, especially with regard to issues of faith, 
peace and reconciliation.  Its significance lies, firstly, in bringing together within a single 
compass a wide diversity of contributions from all over the Pacific, from Africa and from North 
America; and, secondly, in establishing beyond question the richness and complexity of the 
indigenous cultures of the Pacific and how much they have to offer each other and the rest of us.  
 The contributors are extraordinarily generous in sharing knowledge, histories and experiences 
which have been hidden from or overlooked by outsiders.  Particularly valuable are the accounts 
of indigenous faith and practice which draw on stores of oral knowledge.  If at times these 
accounts have a tendency towards idealisation, this is justified by the need to summarise complex 
realities and as a necessary counter to the prejudiced dismissals of the past.  The presenters 
themselves are not unaware of this tendency and several commentators point out the multiple 
subjugations that power-holders can and do inflict on the vulnerable.  The more abstract and 
idealised contributions in Part I are nicely balanced by case studies of the application of old and 
the development of new peace-making models in Part II.  The accounts of the achievement of 
peace and reconciliation in situations of serious conflict, for example in the Solomon Islands and 
Papua New Guinea, are intensely moving and inspirational.  
 The papers published in Pacific Indigenous Dialogue are not easy reading: they demand close 
attention and a willingness to suspend preconceptions and to look at the world through other 
peoples’ eyes.  Readers are advised to read not more than one or two papers at once, and to take 
time to reflect on their content and perspectives.  
 Wide-ranging as it is the Colloquium leaves some questions unanswered and more unasked.  
Comparatively little reference is made to the imported faiths of Christianity and Islam or to the 
creative rather than the destructive aspects of their encounters with indigenous faith and practice.  
The issues opened up by the Colloquium are far too wide and deep to be exhausted in one 
gathering.  This volume lays a firm foundation for further exploration and a creative on-going 
dialogue.  
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